\ 


“a 


eS eae | 
1y4% 


LI7 FEB 1948 j 








: Position of Jews in Arab countries 

weet B2246f 11/65 Submits MEEEEK notes and letters left 
by Mr. Easterman, Political Secretary, World 

FROM F.0O.Minute - |Jewish Congress. 


Mr.McNeil 
No. 
Dated 29.21.48 
Received 


in Registry 17.22.48 





Last Paper. (Minutes.) 
&, ~ C4 = = 
a c KR ID mote ok atl ‘sae 
c 
References. ie Cirs A 1 A, . Cae > lo. 1A. l= 


hu. hacker 28/0. 
a 


(Print.) 


(How disposed of.) 





[26513 F.O.P. 


Notes for the Minister of State's meeting 
with Mr. Easterman, 12th February 


Three of Mr. Easterman's papers call for comment. 


1. Letter from Dr. Goldman. 


Two questions are raised at the foot of page le 
To the first of these the answer is that we believe that 
the Commission's arrival in Palestine will be the signal 
for an immediate increase in the scale of violence in 
that country. This would make our withdrawal more 
difficult in its most delicate, concluding stages. we 
also think it likely that the Comaission would derive 
more advantage from sending members of their secretariat 
to Palestine as soon as possible than from arriving a 
week or two earlier themselves. The arrival of members 
of the secretariat would not have the same provocative 
effect. They would consequently be able to work in a 
relatively calm atmosphere, and thus to make more progress 
with the Commission's plans than the Comaission itself 
could make in the face of the disorders for which it 
would form a focus. We have therefore repeated our 
invitation to the Commission to send members of its 
secretariat to Palestine at once. 


The second of these questions relates to the 
recommentation that militias should be established in 
the Arab and Jewish States. But it is quite clear 
that the Arabs will not co-operate with the Commission 
in the formation of a militia. As for the Jews, 
they already have a well organised militia, with which 
they have constantly claimed they are in a position to 
defend themselves even if the United Nations do not 
reinforce them. It is therefore difficult to see what 
practical difference the presence of the Commission would 
make in this connection. 


On page 2, at the marked passage there is mention 
of the Press report attributed to a Foreign Office 
spokesman, to the effect that HeM- Government have some 
plan of their own for implementing the United Nations 
decision. This report is of course entirely unfounded, 
H.M.e Government have no plan for Palestine except to 
withdraw from it. 


The Minister of State may be asked to comment an 
the ‘question at the bottom of page 2, relating to the 
Plans of King Abdullah. It is suggested that it would 
be best to say that questions on this subject should be 
asked in Amman. HeM. Government are not inspiring or 
encouraging any plans made in any quarter with regard to 
the future of Palestine. 


Throughout Dr. Goldman's letter there is a 
tendency to suggest that Sir A- Cadogen is pursuing an 
independent policy and that the statewents he is making 
in New York are not in accordance with the wishes of 
H.M- Government. It would be useful if the Minister of 
State could find an opportunity to correct this 
impression, and to confirm that Sir Ae Cadogen is acting 
entirely in line with his instructions. 
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2. The Memorandum submitted by the World Jewis 
Congress to the Economic and Social Council. 

The Minister of State might say that H-M. Government 
sympathise with the object which the world Jewish Congress 
have in mind, and are taking every opportunity to impress 
upon the Arab Governments the importance of safeguarding 
the position of their Jewish citizens. It is doubtful 
however whether the method chosen by the world Jewish 
Congress is calculated to help in the achievement of the 
objective at which they are aiming. If accusations 
are made against them in this public way, the Arab 
Governments are likely to suppose that they have been 
instigated by their own Jewish populations, and reports 
in the local press of the Economic and Social Council 
proceedings will increase resentment against the Jews. 

It would also appear, so far as we can judge on our 
information, that the memorandum contains some statements 
which are misleading and perhaps open to refutation. 


3. Excerpts from Lebanese News—papers. 


These do not prove very much. The most disturbing 
are the extracts in paragraph 5, containing the absurbl 
allegation that the Jews were responsible for an outbreak 
of cholera in Syria. It will be noted, however, from the 
second quotation in this paragraph, that the rumour 
was “completely refuted" by the Prime Ilinister. 


The only evidence in these press extracts of action 
taken by the authorities against Jews is to be found in 
Paragraph 4, where it appears that Jewish officials in 
the Ministry of the Interior are being transferred to 
other offices. It is after all quite likely that there 
is some Zionist espionage in Syria and the Lebanon. 
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Here is a mass of stuff left by Easterman. I have 
given him a very firm lecture on their unwarranted 


suspicions about our attitude toward the Apabs, However, 
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29th January, 1948. 


I should like a detailed reply. 


January 12 1948, 


Hon, George C. Marshall, 
Secretary of State, 
Department of State, 
Washington D.C. 


Urgently call your attention to anti-Jewish acts 
organized by Arab League in its member countries, In 
lebanon and Syria Jews require special police permits to 
travel, Palestinian Jews are being expelled and visas to 
Jews including American citizens are refused, In Egypt 
employment possibilities are restricted, applications for 
citizenship are not processed and a bill to condemm Zionists 
to life imprisonment is being connidesed. In addition 
passage of general anti-Jewish law drafted by Arab League 
for Arab league countries is imminent. This law would 
confiscate property of Zionists and freeze property of other 
Jews for use against Jewish State in Palestine. Only those 
serving in Arab armies against Jewish State would be excluded, 

Most earnestly request intervention State Department 
to end grave injustice inflicted upon Jews in these nds, 


Dr. Stephen S. Wise, President 
World Jewish Congress 


COPY 


World Jewish Congress, 
1834 Broadway, 
New York, 23. 


January 19th, 1948 


Hon. Jan Papened, 

Acting President of the 

Economic and Social Council of the United Nations, 
Lake Success, New York. 


Dear Sir, 


We have the honor to submit to you in your 
capacity as Acting President of the Economic and Social Council, 
the enclosed Memorandum dealing with the situation of the Jewish 
populations in Arab countries for the immediate and urgent 
consideration of that body. 


The World Jewish Congress is a federal body which 
comprises Jewish communities and organisations in sixty-one 
countries, and has been accorded consultative status as an 
international non-governmental organisation by the Economic and 
Social Council under the provisions of Article 71 of the Charter 
of the United Nations. 


Inasking yu to be good enough to communicate 
this statement to the Economic and Social Council, we desire 
to add that we shall hold ourselves ready to provide you and 
the Committee with any further information or explanation you 
may require. We are confident that in view of the emergency 
therein described, the Council will act without delay upon the 
recommendations submitted in the attached Memorandum. 


We have the honor to be, 
Respectfully yours, 
Signed. A. Leon Kubowitzki Robert S. Marcus, 


Secretary Gensral. Acting Director of the 
Political Department. 
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l. Tae long precarious position oi tae Jews in 
woSlem countries hes now become critical in conse- 
cuence of the oren cefiance by the Arab Stetes of 

the Unite’ Nations decision to partition Pelestine. 
As e regult of strict censorship en? inatequete 

news coverece, the outside world is not fully 
informed of the ectuel situation in those countries. 
dowever, even the incomplete news reachine us clearly 
indicates taet cll Jews residing in the hear eud 


ididdle sast fuce extreme and imminent danger. 


é. ‘Toe iollowing facts communicated to us by our 
coutects ere highly si.nificent: 

a, The Politiccl Uoumittee of tie srab League 
hes Grefted a law waich is to govern the 
legel status of Jewish residents in all 
dJreb Lexgue countries. This law, text of 
wiich is herewith attecaed (Zahibit A), hes 
already been epcroved by Eeyrt, Saudi srabie 
end Irao, and provides, i, a, tiet, berinning 
with e svecified dete, ell Jews = with the 
excention of citizens of non-Areb countries - 


are to be considered members of the Jewish 


‘minority Stete of Palestine’, end their bank 


b) 


eccounts frozen and used to finence resistence 
to 'Zionict embitions in Pelestine.' Jews 
believed to be active Zionists will be intersed 
es politicel rrisonerse and their assets confis- 
cated. Only Jews who accent active service in 
Areb ermies or rlece themselves at the dignosal 
of these armies will be considered 'Arzebs.! 

It is evident thet if this draft becomes lew, 
Jewish innebitants in the countries of the srab 
Leegue will not only become pariahs, but hostages 

s well with Woom the state will decl es it 
pleases. 

Yoe present situation in syria is proof of the 
fect tuat tue aforementioned dreaft-lew is receiving 
serious attention. The Jews of tuet lem cre 
forced to contribute heavily to the tight ageins 
the nertition of Palestine and Jewish communities 
are obliged to collect funds for transfer to the 
Arab Committee which is recruiting drebs for this 
struggle. ovement of Jews is restricted through 
discriminatory police regulations. # 

Anti-semitic prorerenda is rempent in th nress, 


over the radio and in the mosaues. 





freedom of movement for Jews is cleo restricted in 
Lebenon. Jewish students oave becn exrelled from 

the University, Palestinian Jews have been forced to leave 
the country and entry visas ere refused to ail foreigh 
Jé6ws. 


da) 


f) 


to 
— 


fe « result, prave enti-Jewish incidents 

recently took riace in Aleppo, where ten syne- 
poguee, five Jewieh schocls, one huncred and 

fifty houses, fifty Jewish shops, end other Jewish 
property were burnt down, allegedly with the cid 

0. tae police. ihe number oi victims is not known 
es it wes not incluced in tue oificiel report. 
During toc violence irrepleceble cultural treasures 
were destroyed. 

According to inuiornetion received from vombay, 
Wloslems inveded Jewish oomes in Pesuewer (2kisten), 
ceusing e« number of cesuelties. The situetion became 
so grave that the Jewish community urgently requested 
thet it. be entirely evocueted. 

Jews in lren, especielly in the towns of Meshed- 
Izet end Israhan, are rerorted to have been cubjected 
to violence. Seyd Abolehessem Kasheni, a Moslem 
leader imvrisoned during the wer for Nazi svmrethies, 
hes celled fora ‘holy wer' azeinst the Jews. 

in receut disturbances the homes of Jews in the 
Baarein islend (Persien Galf) were destroyed and the 
synegogue burnt; there were forty-one Jewish 
casualties. 

he gravest anti-Jewish disorders so fer reported 
deve occurred in toe sritish Crown volony of iden. 
Dariug pogroms whica took picce there lest December 


& - 4, seventy-six Jews ere known to nave been 
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killed end seventy-eight wounded, while a number of 
them are missing. Une-taird of ell Jewish nouses in tae 
Ureter were burnt down, end almost all Jewish snops 
looted audsor burnt. sour synagogues and the only 


two Jewish schools were put to tue torch. 


il. 

l. ihe situetion of Jews in dreb and other woslem 

countries, es described above, calls for action by the 

Tcouomic end social Gouncil for the iollowing reasons: 

ea) Tae situation referred to is a clear-cut case of 

toe ~ersecution of end discriminetion egeinst a 
recial en? religious group end is contrery to 
the princinles leid fown in Art 1(3) 18(1b) end 
55(¢) of the Cherter. It is,furthermore, e vio- 
letion of the :ollovine resolution unanimously 
eaionted by the Gneral Assembly on hovember 14, 
1746: 
"ihe General Assembly declares thet it is in the 
higher interests of Qumenity to rut an immedicte 
end to religious ine so-culled réciel persecution 
end discrimination, anc cells on tae governments 
eMa respousible eutaorities to co.form both to the 
letter cud to tue spirit oi the Uburter o1 tae 
United Ketions, aid to take toe most prompt end 
enerestic steps to taet end." 
fais resolution, waose adoption wes strongly 
arged by Mgynt and anequivicclly supported by ell 
tae members of the United ations under whose 


jurisdiction the acts described above are now being 
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pernetrate’, obligetes these Stites to refrain 
from an’, in fect, to take necess: ry measures 
ereinst the discrimination end persecution of 
religious on? racial grouns. iurthermore, this 
oblie: tion is of en international charecter, 
since it i: based on the United Netions Charter 
end @ decision of an international orgen of the 
united Nations. 

it is wortawhile to cite in this counection 
the speech meade by wr. vadaWi wey, tae represen- 
tetive irom xgypt, beiore tue ado tion of the 
resolution, in woich de seid, in pert, thet 
the principle of non-discriminetion coustitutes 
‘ove of the masternieces of our COherter, one of 
the victories of food over evil, one oi the great- 
est ecnoievements of our civilization;! thet those 
who spoke in fevor of this resolution were determined 
to ‘fight every kinc oj discriminetion, whatever 
its form end weerever it mirht be found', and that 
'there is every lilelihood thet it (the i@ea) is 
the expression of e sublime cnd immutable truth.! 
It would be difficult indeed to conceive of a more 
elocuent definition oi the idea of equelity end 
toe concert of uonediscrimine tion toan thet con- 
tained in the stetement of wr. ocudawi sey. it 


weuld be equelly aiificult to imegine taoet tais 


"sublime an? immuteble truth’ end this 
‘mesterpiece oi our Cherter'’ could be violated 

by a member wtete without trarsgrecsing, at the 
Same time, an internetionel obligetion owed to the 
United hitions. & 

b) ey its unenimous resolutions oi December ll, 
1946 and \ovember 21, 1947 the General Assembly 
declired genocide, i, e, the totel or perticel 
destruction of reciel, religious and other groups, 
to be an internetional crime entcilinug inter- 
nations) resnousibility on the pert oi stetes 
and individuels. =® ihese resolutions were 


adopted with the unanimous epprovel of 211 the 





x 4 mrchibition ageinst reciel en’ religious persecu- 
tion wee algo included in the Dreft Interncstion Cove- 
nent on Humen Rients, edonted during the recent session 
oi the Commission on Humen Richts hel’ in Geneva from 
Necember 2-17, 1947. In this co nection the following 
neragrepos are rertinent: 


"Every ~erson chcll be entitled to the ri~hts .nd 
freedoms set forth in this Covenent, without distinction 
as to rece, (wuich includes colour), sex, lenguage, 
religion, political or other opinion, property status, 
or netionel or sociel origin. iuvery person, regerdless 
oi ofiice or status, sill be entitled to equal pro- 
tection under tae law ageiust eny arbitrary discrimine- 
tion in violation 01 tais vovenant."({Art. <0 


"Any edvocecy of netionel, reciel or religious hostility 
thet constitutes an incitement to violguce sneil be 
prohibited by the lew of tne otete." (Art. a1) 


"Nothing in tais Covenent shell be considered to give an 
person or otate the rigat to engage in any act.vity aime 
at tae destruction oi any oi the rights and freedoms 
prescribed herein.e" (art. <2) 
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ALE/SS 2nd February, 1948, 
em “ 

The Rt. Hon, Hector McNeil, ii.P., : f 

Minister of State, Sars ; he 


The Forei office 
Downing Stoeet, SeWele 2246 


Anny bias reek 


With further reference to our recent 
conversation on the position of Jews in the 
Moslem countries, I enclose copy of extracts 
from Lebanese newspapers which present a 
picture of the threats against the Jews. 


I do not present these newspaper excerpts 
as a confirmation of the statements contained in 
our Memorandum to the Economic and Social Council, 
but they do confirm the seriousness of the Jewish 
position, 

é 


Pte a tae rD 
Mhy for fama 


A. L. Easterman, 
Political Secretary, 


EXCERPTS FROM LEBANESE NEWSPAPERS 
“REBARDING JEWISH RESIDENTS 
———OF ARAB COUNTRIES. 





1, "Beyrouth", December 20, 1947 


Foreign Jews are Forbidden to Reside in Syria, 


Mr, Said Mohammed Al Moubarek, deputy from Damascus, 
4ntroduced a bill to the Syrian Parliament which will 
forbid foreign Jews from residing in Syria, According 
to its terms, Jews who, with the assistance of organi-g 
zed gangs, immigrated illegally to Palestine will be 
considered as liable of high treason, 


2, "Lorient", December 23, 1947. 


Expulsion of Jews, 


Damascus, Dec.22, According to the paper, "Al Manar", 
the Syrian Government has allegedly decided to expel 
all foreign Jews who have. been residents of Syria for 
less than ten years, 


3. “Al Diyar", December 351, 1947, 


from our Damascus correspondent, 


It has recently been widely rumored that the government, 
in attempting to halt espionage by Zionists who live in 
Arab States, has decided either to expel the Jews from 

Syria or to confine them to special concentration camps, 


Our correspondent has secured the following reliable 
information regarding the opinion of government circles; 


"The government has not considered the qiestion 
of expulsion of Jews, but it has taken very 
severe measures to watch over all suspects," 


Despite all measures taken in this connection, the High 
Command (Commandant Superiew’) has declared that information 
of vital importance is reaching the Zionists, In view of 

the difficulty involved in policing the entire border, the 
Government has decided, should the situation become difficult, 
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to put all Jews in special camps, The chief reason for 
internment is to prevent strategic plans from calling 
into the hands of the Zionists, 


This last measure is an imitation of those employed by 

the fighting powers during the last war, The Government 
hopes that wise and reasonable men of the Jewish commnity 
will help the Government in its fight against Zionists 

in order to insure peace and prosperity. 


The correspondent adds that as a result of investigation, 
official sources established that all of the trouble in 
Palestine is caused by Syrian, Iraqian, Egyptian and 
Yemenite Jews, 


4, “All Nidal," December 25, 1947, 
Communique on Jewish Civil Servants in Syria, 


Damascus, Dec.2drd. As officially ordered by the Syrian 
Home Office, Mr. Naim Gglante has been transferred from 

the service of Casier Judiciaire to another service, Our 
correspondent reports that only one Jew, Rafoul Batchi, 
remains in the Syrian Home Office. Ne will be transferred 
very soon, A decree pertaining to the expulsion of foreign 
Jews will be promulgated within the next week, 


We have also been informed that a decision will be taken 
very soon regarding the Jewish female employees of the 
telephone service. 


5, "Journal L'ordant", Damascus, December 22, 1947, 
from Damascus, by phone, 


Since Syria has become the instruction center for Arab 
volunteers, the state police believe that cholera has 
intentionally been brought to the country by Zionist 
elements, An investigation begun this morning by the 

state police in cooperation with the health service has 
resulted this evening in the arrest of several suspects, 
They are being interrogated, The Police consider the matter 
as strictly confidential in nature, and refuse to reveal the 
names of those arrested, 


"Al Diyar" December 22, 1947, 


The President of the Council has compaetely refuted the rumor 
that Jews are resp@nsible for the introduction of a cholera 
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epidemic in Syria. At a press conference, the President 
added that the introduction of cholera would be investigated, 


"“Beyrouth", December 23, 1947, 


According to a physician who is a member of the special 
commission investigating the origin of the epidemic, it 
seems that the unarrested spread of the disease is due to 
criminal rather than to natural causes, In view of this 
fact, we are authorized to reprint the following information 
which has already been published by various papers: 


"In Damascus the state police has arrested a 
Jewish physician who is believed to have been 
roaming around the city's source of water supply 
a few days before the occurrence of the epidemic, 
This news is, however, unconfirmed," 


"Al Hayat", December 24, 1947. 


Is it true that Zionists who were in possession of cholera 
bacteria were arrested? 


Yesterday our Jaffa correspondent telephoned us as follows: 


"According to a rumor circulated in the city (Bekaa, 
in Syria), the state police has arrested Jews in 
the vicinity of Bekaa. These Jews are suspected 
of spreading cholera and thereby contaminating the 
entire region, We contacted the authorities 
immediately, but they were unable to confirm the 
report," 


"Al Hayat", December 25, 1947, 


Rumors are currently being cirmlated of a plot by Jews to 
contaminate the water supply with cholera germs. It seems 
that Jews have been wandering about water pipes in the 
Lebanese district for the purpose of disseminating the virus. 
This news is unconfirmed, 


Despite the fact that the report is unauthenticated, we wish 
to bring the Government's dttention to the necessity for 
taking all precautions to safeguard the water supply pipes, 
both underground and surface, from persons who are capable 
of committing such outrageous crimes as tampering with them 
and thereby endangering the entire population of Lebanon, 


age 


"Al Raouad", January 1, 1948. 


Last week we heard of the arrest of persons accused of 
contaminating the water supply of several Arab cities 
and villages with cholera virus, It has been reported 
that Haim Meyer, a Jew by confession, has bean arrested 
in Iraq for that offense. It seems that the cholera 
epidemic has spread to Transjordan, 
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CONFIDENT IAL 

ALE/SRN 10th February, 1948. 

The Rt. Hon. Hector McNeil, M.P. 

Minister of State, Del /! i 


Foreign Office, 
Downing Street, 
S.Wel. 


Thank you very mch for arranging to see 
me on Thursday at 2.30 pem. 


To facilitate our conversation, I think it 
best to send you a copy of a letter I have just 
received from Nahum Goldman. 
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CONFIDENTIAL. 
February 4, 1948. 
Mr. AeL. Easterman, 
€ World Jewish Congress, 


55 New Cavendish Street, 
London, W.1. 
England. 


Dear Alex: 


T have just received your renort on the conversation you had 
with M. which I read most carefully and with great interest. 


I thought at first that I would dictate a letter to M, and 
send it to him through you, but it may be preferable to send 
this letter to you and reruest that you ask for another 

talk and put all the ouestions to him which I am going to 
raise in this letter, one after another, asking him for 

a reply which you could then convey to me. 


" ¥ 

Sher f Needless to say that both MS., to whom I showed your report 
(and he is the only one who will see it) and I deenvly 
appreciate the tenor of M's conversation. We appreciate 
the fact that they have given these instructions and that 
they have taken this line in regard to the A's as they 
have done. 


Both you and M. know my versonal avproach to the vroblem of 
Jewish-British relations. JI deplore more than anyone else 
the constant deterioration in our relations, and have 

never hesitated to say publicly - even at the risk of being 
misunderstood and attacked - that the cstablishment of 
correct and friendly relations between us and the B's is 
essential now and for our future. J am still ready to do 
everything within my vower to helv create such relations, 
but there are certain facts which have to be clarified in 
order to enable me, and those who think like me, to do 
something about it. 


I am certainly fully convinced of the sincerity of M's 
statement that he and his colleagues are ready to accent 
the decision of the UN and the establishment of a Jewish 
State. I even go so far as to say that I understand (even 
4f I am not happy about it) the vosition which the B's have 
taken that they cannot be a party to the active 
implementation of the decision. But between this line, which 
still would not make impossible the improvement in our 
relations with them, and the line which Cadogan is taking 
here, there is such a sap that with the best will in the 
world T cannot understand it. 


I am giving you a few examples: 


1. The Commission has been definitely asked by the B's 

not to come to P. before the first of May. The B's went 
so far as to tell them that they could not guarantee their 
safety if they would come earlier. Now, how could a 
Commission take over the administration and solve all the 
delicate and complicated suestions involved in the 
termination of the Mandate on May 15th, within a veriod of 
two weeks? To say that they can prepare everything here is 
really unrealistic, and a Government like the B's, fully 
exverienced in administrative vroblems cannot seriously 
maintain its position that within two weeks all this can 
be achieved by the Commission without bringing the country 
to chaos end a comolete breekdown of Government. 


2. The Commission wented to heve the right to establish 
a Jewish, and if vossible, en Areb militia, in time to 
take over the defense of the frontiers in the light of 
open Arab threats of invasion, and to meintain law and 
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order in the country for the day when the British will 
terminate the Mandate and cease being resnonsible for law 
and order and the defense of the borders. 


The reply of the British was that as long as they are 
responsible for the administration, which means May 15th, they 
cannot allow the establishment of such militia nor the 
importation of arms, evn under the suvervision of the 
Commission. How do the B.'s visualise the vroblem of 

the defense of the country on the basis of their attitude? 

If no militia is established before, if no arms are provided 
to the militia in time, how do they exvect the Jews to 

defend the borders of their State and to fight off Arab 
{nvasion on the 15th of May, if only then could the Commission 
start to prepare such a militia. 


I have just picked out these two striking examvles which 

JT wovld like to have explained. They seem on the surface 
to indicate a volicy of making the im>lementation of the UN 
decision impossible, and that is how vublic opinion 

here - not only Jewish, but also the Commission itself- 

4s bound to interpret it. 


Greet Britain and the USA have rightly accused the Balkan 
states - even those who are not members of the UN - of 
sabotaging the Balkan Commission and not allowing the Com- 
mission to enter their territory. How can the B's reconcile 
their own attitude with regard totheir own nosition 

with their criticism of the obstructionist tactics of the 
Balkan Commission? If, as I fully believe, it is the 
policy of the Government not to try to sabotage and obstruct 
the implementation of the UN decision (and the documents 
you saw show that this is their volicy) how can they 
reconcile the purely negative position taken by their 
delezation here with this declared policy? 


It was reported here in a statement in the press, supposed 
to have been made by a spokesman of the Foreign Office, 

that the Government has its own idea about how to implement 
the UN decision. Maybe they have a certain program which is 
not the one we envisage or which the Commission has in 

mind. Why shouldn t they tell us about it? Maybe some 
agreement could be reached about the way to implement it 
without leading the country to a state of terror and chaos. 


These are the main questions IT would ask you to put to M. 
You certainly know - and please tell him this - that as 
the situation is at the moment, our relations with them 
are bound to deteriorate. Public opinion - especially 
Jewish - is getting more and more angry with the attitude 
of the B's and those who will try to prevent it have no 
means to do anything in the light of their attitude with 
regard to the ~-vestions I have mentioned. Maybe we don't 
understand their volicy, but then I wish it would be 
exnlained to us, even if confidentislly, through you. 
Nothing would be more beneficial to an imorovement in our 
mutual relations then if we could understand the volicy of 
the B's and maybe reach some understanding. 


One other cuestion you may raise with him: 


We know that A. from T. is vleying with the idea of 
occunying the Arab vart of P. and establishing his regime 
there. He would vrobably do it only if he would get the 
“ereen light" from the B.'s. We would welcome it, and 

4t may be in the interest of the B.'s in view of their 
treaty relations with A. 


-35< 


Could you find out what M. thinks about this possibility, 
or should it be ruled out? 


I would be grateful if yo caild see M. as soon as vossible 
after the receipt of this letter. By the l¢th of February 
the UN Commission will submit to the Security Council its 
special report on security in Palestine, and then the matter 
will be put on the agenda of the Security Council. It is 
then that the press and public opinion will be fully 
occupied with P. And I am afraid that the begmning of the 
discussions of the Security Council may be used by some other 
Big Power for violent attacks against the vosition of the 
B's, and may be backed up by the Jewish and non-Jewish 
public here. I may be too late to avoid it, but a clearing 
up of the ouestions which T have mentioned may help 

greatly towvoid such a situation which IT would deeply 


deplore. 


Tf M. would regard it as useful I mey think of coming over 
for a few days, but it may be sufficient for you to talk 
4t over with him and to revort fully. 


As for the cvestion of the British 011 interests, I did not 
refer to the American nineline which they want to build 
from Saudi Arabia to the Lebanon circumventing P. I 
referred first to the continuence of the B. concession of the 
Trak Petroleum Co. for the pipeline to Haifa and their 
plans for adding a second pipeline also to Haifa. I have 
reason to believe that the Bts in P. are worried about 

the future of this concession and the nossibility of a 
second pipeline, and that negotiations between the B's 
administration in P. and the interested companies have been 
interrupted for the time being. 


In this respect I wanted M. to know that if the B's are 
interested in it, we could immediately start negotiations 
with all parties concerned about these problems and that 

we would be perfectly willing to do everything to protect 
their interests in this resnect as vart of an understanding 
about our present and future relations. 


One more question I would like you to take up with hin, 

and that is the new campaign of the Foreign Office with 
regard to the so-called Communist infiltration into 
Palestine through emigration from Roumania. You certainly 
know that Herbert Mathews published a long story last 
Saturday in the NTW YORK TIMES in this resvect which, 

as he said was based on information given to him by 

the Foreign Office. The State Department here has announced 
that they have unofficially received such information from 
the B's. On the other hand, a statement was voublished 
here today on behalf of the British Commissioner of Cyprus, 
in charge of the refugees, who denied that any Commniet 
documents or Communist literature haa@ been found on the 
two boats which arrived from Roumania. 


T need not tell you that all this talk about Commnist 
infiltration is really unfounded = at least insofar as we 
are concerned. There are naturally among the immigrants 
members of Hashomer Hatzir and the Achdut Avodah, which 
are pro-Russian in their orientation, but very far from 
Communism. And you know better than anybody else how 
strongly Jewish Communists in Roumania - inside and 
outside the Government - are fighting Jewish emigration 
from Roumania, and are creating all kinds of difficulties 
for us in this respect. 


W411 you please ask M. on what they really base their 
accusations, and what is the use of this campaign at this 


time. 
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I thank you, dear Alex, for the great service you are 
rendering us by these talks, and I can assure you that 
we appreciate it fully. 


You canwu ssure M. that except for MS. and Weizmann 
nobody knows about it, and that he can rely fully on our 
absolute discretion both as to the facts of these talks 
and as to their content. 


Please let me know as soon as you hrve fixed another 
anpvointment with M. because I will televhone you in 
advance. There may be something which I may have to 
add at that time, or some -uestions which you may want 
to ask me to help clarify the matter. 


Very cordially yours, 
Nahum Goldmann. 


P.S. Dr. Weizmann arrived today and I have informed him 
about your conversations. He joins me in asking you to 
convey to M. our deep appreciation for what M. is doing. 
He also read my letter to you and fully agrees with it. 
He asked that you convey his personal regards to M. 


